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Abstract: This research paper critically examines the materialist issues embedded in Daniel
Defoe's seminal novel, Robinson Crusoe. It provides a comprehensive analysis of how material
goods are depicted, their significance, and their impact on characters and their environment. The
study explores the influence of material wealth on identity formation, examining Crusoe’s
transformation through his accumulation of goods and the construction of his fortification as a
manifestation of materialism and power. Additionally, it investigates the paradoxical relationship
between materialism and isolation, considering how Crusoe’s material possessions offer both
comfort and contribute to his sense of seclusion. The character of Friday is analyzed to critique
materialism, highlighting the contrasts between Crusoe’s European materialism and Friday’s
indigenous perspective. The paper also explores the link between materialism and colonialism,
demonstrating how Crusoe’s actions reflect broader colonial attitudes and power dynamics.
Employing a qualitative methodology, the research integrates close textual analysis with insights
from prominent literary critics. Excerpts from the novel, supported by precise citations,
substantiate the arguments presented. The findings illuminate the multifaceted nature of
materialism in the novel, showing how material goods shape the protagonists' identities, provide
solace, and inflict suffering. The study underscores the degrading effects of materialism and its
implications for power and colonialism. This paper contributes to the scholarly discourse on
Robinson Crusoe by offering a nuanced understanding of its materialist themes and their broader
social and cultural implications, reaffirming the novel's relevance and significance in contemporary
literary studies.

Keywords: Materialism; Identity Formation; Power Dynamics; Isolation; Colonialism; Character
Development.

Introduction
Robinson Crusoe, authored by Daniel Defoe and published in 1719, stands as a seminal work in English

literature, capturing the imagination of readers for generations (Backscheider, 2010). While often
appreciated as a riveting tale of survival and adventure, the novel also provides a wealth of material
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for profound scholarly analysis. This research seeks to uncover the materialistic elements embedded

in Robinson Crusoe, offering a detailed examination of the interaction between material culture,
societal norms, and the formation of identity in the 18th century (McKillop, 2006). Materialism, both
as a philosophical doctrine and a cultural phenomenon, asserts that material possessions and tangible
wealth are central to human existence and well-being (Manchanda et al., 2015; Novak, 1987; Sirgy,
1998, 1999). Throughout Robinson Crusoe, materialist themes are omnipresent, notably reflected in
the protagonist's relentless pursuit of material possessions, his exploration of economic success, and
the pervasive influence of material culture on his sense of self (Novak, 1993). This study endeavors to
unearth the latent layers of materialist ideology within Defoe's narrative, providing insights that
transcend the superficial adventure story. It seeks to expose the deeper social and cultural critiques
that Defoe embedded within the text.

This research aims to illuminate the intricate facets of materialism portrayed in Robinson Crusoe and
their significance in understanding the historical context of the novel's creation. By conducting a
meticulous analysis of pertinent textual excerpts and incorporating insights from distinguished literary
critics and scholars, this study will enhance our comprehension of the profound meanings associated
with materialism in the novel. The investigation of materialistic themes in Robinson Crusoe offers
valuable perspectives on the broader cultural and intellectual milieu of the 18th century (Alshammari,
2016; Mocbil, 2024; Pacheco, 2012; White, 2012). This era was characterized by substantial societal
and economic transformations, including the rise of capitalism, the expansion of trade and
colonialism, and the emergence of new consumer cultures (Ma, 2009; Pacheco, 2014). During this
period, material goods and wealth became potent symbols of status and personal fulfillment,
profoundly influencing societal values and individual aspirations.

Moreover, materialism is intricately linked to the formation of personal identity in Robinson Crusoe
(Pepperell, 2023; Moslund, 2021; Watt, 1991). The novel explores the protagonist's interactions and
relationships with tangible objects, examining how material possessions and control over the physical
environment play pivotal roles in shaping and expressing personal identity. This study scrutinizes
specific episodes in the novel where Crusoe's engagement with material culture significantly
influences the development and evolution of his identity. This research employs a diverse array of
scholarly perspectives and critical interpretations to offer a comprehensive analysis. By incorporating
the insights of literary critics such as Maximillian Novak and John Richetti, this analysis enhances the
understanding of the materialist themes and their broader implications within the work. The synthesis
of various scholarly viewpoints aims to deepen our understanding of Defoe's intentions and the wider
ramifications of materialism as depicted in Robinson Crusoe.

Through an exhaustive examination of the materialistic motifs in Daniel Defoe's Robinson Crusoe, this
study seeks to reveal the hidden strata of social commentary and cultural criticism embedded within
the narrative. By analyzing the complex interplay between material culture, societal values, and
identity formation, this research offers a fresh perspective on Defoe's work. It enriches our
understanding of the social, economic, and cultural dimensions of the 18th century. Through detailed
textual analysis and the incorporation of perspectives from literary critics, this study illuminates the
materialist ideologies present in Robinson Crusoe and their broader historical implications, reaffirming
the novel's enduring relevance and significance in contemporary literary studies.
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Literature Review

The exploration of materialistic elements in Daniel Defoe's Robinson Crusoe has been a focal point for
scholarly inquiry, offering a deep understanding of how these themes permeate the narrative and
shape the protagonist's worldview (Fuller, 2013). This literature review synthesizes existing research
to elucidate the complex interplay between material culture, societal values, and identity formation
in the novel, drawing insights from various scholarly perspectives. Mocbil (2024) provides a
comprehensive analysis of the materialistic concepts in Robinson Crusoe, examining Crusoe's
interactions with objects as manifestations of a desire for accumulation and the transformation of
nature into commodities. Mocbil argues that Crusoe's engagement with material culture and
consumerism not only reflects his identity but also underscores broader societal values of his time. By
emphasizing Crusoe's relentless pursuit of material wealth, Mocbil sheds light on the implications of
materialism for individual identity and cultural norms.

Brown (2017) expands this exploration by investigating the consequences of Crusoe's
commodification of nature on the island. He underscores how Crusoe's transformation of the natural
environment into a center of economic activity mirrors a materialistic worldview that exploits and
commercializes nature. Brown's analysis deepens our understanding of the novel's critique of
materialism, highlighting ethical dimensions and the implications of human-nature interactions within
a capitalist framework. This perspective enriches the discourse by situating Crusoe's actions within
broader environmental and ethical debates. Besides, Jaffe (2008) contributes a psychological
perspective, exploring Crusoe's attachment to material objects through the lens of object fetishism.
Jaffe contends that Crusoe's emotional reliance on material possessions reveals deeper psychological
needs for security and comfort amidst isolation. This analysis underscores how materialism in
Robinson Crusoe is not merely about external wealth but also about internal emotional stability,
offering insights into the protagonist's psyche and the thematic development of the novel.

Moreover, Starr (2003) contextualizes Crusoe's pursuit of personal wealth within the emerging
capitalist ideals of the 18th century. He argues that Crusoe embodies the principles of capitalism,
emphasizing individual initiative, self-reliance, and the accumulation of financial gain (Brown et al.,
2021; Zein-Elabdin, 2012). Starr's study elucidates how Crusoe's actions reflect and contribute to the
evolving economic landscape, providing a nuanced understanding of materialistic themes as they
intersect with broader socio-economic developments in Defoe's era. Similarly, Tuckett (2009) delves
into the economic motivations driving Crusoe's behavior on the deserted island, analyzing his
entrepreneurial spirit and quest for economic advancement. Tuckett explores how Crusoe's
resourcefulness and strategic thinking are shaped by materialistic values and economic imperatives of
the period. This economic analysis deepens our understanding of Crusoe's character development and
underscores the novel's exploration of survival, ambition, and the moral implications of material
success.

Watt (1958) employs a psychological framework to examine Crusoe's materialistic inclinations in
relation to his solitude. Watt argues that Crusoe's heightened attachment to material belongings
during isolation underscores the psychological roots of materialism, revealing how external
possessions serve as substitutes for human connection and emotional fulfillment (Brown et al., 2021).
This psychological analysis enriches our understanding of Crusoe's inner struggles and the existential
dimensions of materialistic desires in Robinson Crusoe. Collectively, these scholarly works offer a
multifaceted exploration of materialistic themes in Robinson Crusoe, addressing topics such as
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material culture, consumerism, the commodification of nature, object fetishism, capitalist ideology,

economics, and psychology. By integrating insights from these diverse academic perspectives, this
literature review contributes to a comprehensive analysis of Defoe's masterpiece.

This study aims to delve into the multifaceted influence of materialistic themes in Daniel Defoe's
Robinson Crusoe. It seeks to explore how these themes shape the actions and perspectives of the
protagonist, Robinson Crusoe, within the narrative. By examining Crusoe's interactions with material
wealth and his pursuit of economic prosperity on the uninhabited island, the study intends to unravel
the deeper implications of materialism. Furthermore, this analysis extends beyond Crusoe's personal
journey to scrutinize the broader social, economic, and philosophical ramifications of materialism as
portrayed in the novel. By contextualizing these themes within the cultural and intellectual milieu of
the early 18th century, the study aims to enhance our understanding of how materialism influenced
societal norms, economic ideologies, and philosophical discourse during that era. Overall, this study
underscores the enduring relevance of Robinson Crusoe as a literary work that not only reflects its
historical context but also engages deeply with universal themes of human ambition, identity, and the
ethical complexities of materialistic pursuits. By synthesizing these scholarly insights, this review
contributes to ongoing discussions on materialism in literature and its broader implications for
understanding societal values and individual psychology.

Methodology

This study employs a qualitative methodology to thoroughly explore and analyze the materialistic
elements present in Daniel Defoe's Robinson Crusoe. Qualitative methods have been selected for their
ability to delve deeply into complex subjects, offering nuanced insights and detailed understandings
(Alam et al., 2021; Alam et al., 2024; Milon et al., 2023; Milon & Ali, 2023). Such methods are
particularly advantageous in investigating intricate literary topics, allowing researchers to
meticulously examine textual nuances and thematic complexities (Milon, 2016; Alam et al., 2022b).
This type of research offers useful insights into the experiences of individuals and groups by analyzing
social behaviors, beliefs, attitudes, and perceptions (Alam et al., 2022a; Milon et al., 2018a, 2018b).
The qualitative investigation in this study aims to provide a comprehensive examination of the
materialistic themes in Robinson Crusoe, exploring their implications and their broader impact on the
novel's interpretation and reception. By employing a critical framework acknowledged for its
effectiveness in literary analysis, this study prioritizes a meticulous examination of the text itself,
thereby separating interpretation from extrinsic factors such as authorial intent or historical context
(Yasmin et al., 2024). This approach underscores the importance of closely analyzing the language,
imagery, symbolism, and narrative structure within Robinson Crusoe to elucidate its thematic richness
and artistic merit (Rana et al., 2024; Milon et al., 2024).

The critical lens adopted in this study focuses exclusively on the intrinsic characteristics of Defoe's
literary work, aiming to discern patterns, paradoxes, and subtleties within the narrative (Alam et al.,
2018; Milon et al., 2017; Milon, 2020). By concentrating solely on the inherent dynamics of Robinson
Crusoe, independent of external contextual influences, this research seeks to identify and interpret
the materialistic themes present within the story, offering a rigorous analysis that contributes to a
deeper understanding of the novel's thematic undercurrents. This qualitative approach involves a
systematic examination of key passages and thematic motifs related to materialism in Robinson
Crusoe. It includes close reading and textual analysis techniques to uncover the symbolic significance
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of material possessions, Crusoe's attitudes towards wealth accumulation, and the broader socio-

economic implications depicted in the novel. By engaging with a diverse array of scholarly
interpretations and critiques, this study integrates in-text citations that span critical analyses and
theoretical frameworks concerning Defoe's literary oeuvre (Milon, 2020; Wimsatt & Beardsley, 1946).

Furthermore, this research acknowledges the complexity and multifaceted nature of materialistic
themes in Robinson Crusoe by situating its analysis within broader discussions of consumer culture,
economic ideologies, and philosophical perspectives prevalent during the 18th century. By
contextualizing Defoe's exploration of materialism within historical and cultural contexts, this study
seeks to elucidate how these themes resonate with contemporary readers and contribute to ongoing
debates about identity formation, societal values, and human behavior. It is important to note that
while this study prioritizes a thorough examination of materialistic themes in Robinson Crusoe, it does
not claim to exhaustively cover all aspects of Defoe's portrayal of materialism. Instead, it aims to
highlight significant themes and their implications, offering a focused analysis that contributes to a
deeper understanding of Defoe's literary craftsmanship and thematic preoccupations. Ultimately,
through rigorous qualitative methods and critical engagement with primary and secondary sources,
this study endeavors to provide fresh insights into Robinson Crusoe's exploration of materialistic
themes. By uncovering hidden meanings and exploring the complexities of Crusoe's materialistic
motivations, this research aims to enrich scholarly understanding of Defoe's enduring literary
masterpiece.

Discussion
A critical examination and evaluation of the materialistic themes

Examining and evaluating the materialistic themes in Daniel Defoe's Robinson Crusoe reveals their
substantial influence on the protagonist, Crusoe, shaping his actions and beliefs throughout the
narrative. This analysis aims to uncover the intricate nuances of materialism in Crusoe's character
development by conducting a thorough examination of pertinent excerpts from the novel and drawing
on insights from literary critics. Central to Robinson Crusoe is Crusoe's relentless pursuit of wealth and
worldly possessions, aligning with materialistic beliefs prevalent in the 18th century. From the outset,
Crusoe's fixation on tangible benefits is evident. He reflects, "I contemplated the circumstances and
benefits that lay before me in my current situation" (Defoe, 2001, p. 47), underscoring his
preoccupation with the pragmatic advantages offered by his newfound circumstances. Crusoe's
materialistic inclinations are further underscored by his pragmatic use of resources on the island. His
practical approach to survival reflects a mindset focused on resource utilization for personal gain. For
instance, he recounts salvaging sailcloth from the shipwreck, intended for his own purposes: "l first
found some pieces of sailcloth, or canvas, in the great cabin, which | carefully brought to the shore"
(Defoe, 2001, p. 69). This anecdote illustrates Crusoe's resourcefulness and highlights his inclination
to exploit available resources to advance his material interests.

Moreover, Crusoe's transformation from a shipwreck survivor to a self-sufficient entrepreneur
epitomizes the influence of materialism on his convictions and behaviors. Engaging in various
economic activities such as agriculture and trade while establishing his island settlement, Crusoe
embodies aspirations for material prosperity: "l was resolved to plant and cultivate some barley and
rice" (Defoe, 2001, p. 105). His endeavors underscore his dedication to economic advancement and
underscore the pervasive materialistic themes woven into the narrative. Literary scholars offer
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insightful perspectives on the materialist ideas in Robinson Crusoe, enriching our understanding of

Crusoe's character and motivations. Hunter observes that Crusoe's singular focus on wealth
accumulation and resource exploitation reflects the burgeoning materialistic attitudes of the 18th
century (Hunter, 2016, p. 73). This viewpoint aligns with the interpretation that Crusoe's actions and
beliefs are profoundly shaped by the prevailing materialistic worldview of his time, underscoring
Defoe's critique of emerging capitalist ideologies through Crusoe's narrative.

Patricia Meyer Spacks delves into the psychological dimensions of Crusoe's materialism, arguing that
his solitary existence intensifies his fixation on material possessions as symbols of identity and control
over his environment (Spacks, 1985, p. 129). According to Spacks, Crusoe's focus on material
belongings serves as a coping mechanism amidstisolation, revealing deeper psychological implications
of materialism in shaping individual identity. Overall, the materialistic themes in Robinson Crusoe exert
a profound influence on the protagonist's actions and beliefs throughout the novel. Crusoe's relentless
pursuit of wealth, efficient resource utilization, and evolution into a self-sufficient entrepreneur
exemplify his materialistic mindset. This interpretation highlights the complex interplay between
materialism and Crusoe's character development, supported by textual evidence and critical insights
from literary scholars. Defoe's exploration of materialist themes not only offers a critique of 18th-
century consumer culture but also invites readers to contemplate the intricate relationship between
human nature and material possessions. By critically analyzing Crusoe's materialistic motivations and
behaviors, this discussion deepens our appreciation of Robinson Crusoe as a seminal work that
engages with timeless themes of ambition, identity, and the consequences of materialism on
individual lives.

The social, economic, and philosophical consequences of materialism

Understanding the social, economic, and philosophical ramifications of materialism in Robinson
Crusoe necessitates a comprehensive analysis of the novel's narrative and a thorough exploration of
the broader cultural and intellectual landscape of the early 18th century. This essay aims to shed light
on how materialism impacted the social fabric, economic activities, and philosophical outlook of
Defoe's era. By closely examining key passages from the novel and integrating insights from literary
critics, this study seeks to reveal the multifaceted implications of materialistic values during this
period.

Social Consequences

Daniel Defoe's Robinson Crusoe provides a compelling exploration of the social ramifications of
materialism, serving as a reflection of the evolving ideals and societal structures of the 18th century
(Mochil, 2024; Owen, 2010). Crusoe's relentless pursuit of monetary wealth and his establishment of
a settlement on the island illustrate his aspirations for social progress and prestige. Crusoe articulates
his determination to establish a productive plantation to ensure a steady supply of provisions, stating,
"I resolved to plant and cultivate some barley and rice" (Defoe, 2001, p. 105). This statement
underscores the interplay between materialism and concepts of societal development and stability.
Furthermore, Crusoe's interactions with Friday, whom he discovers on the island, reveal the power
dynamics shaped by materialistic values. Assuming the role of mentor and authority figure, Crusoe
imparts his own beliefs to Friday, including the adoption of Christianity (Baeshen, 1986; Hammond,
1993). This relationship can be interpreted as emblematic of the colonial mindset prevalent at the
time, where material prosperity and religious conversion were intertwined with notions of power and
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authority. Literary critic Patricia Meyer Spacks suggests that Crusoe's relationship with Friday

underscores his desire for control and influence, using material resources and ideological frameworks
to assert his dominance (Spacks, 1985, p. 129). This interpretation highlights how Crusoe's
materialistic worldview not only shapes his personal interactions but also influences broader social
dynamics on the island.

Economic Consequences

Economically, Robinson Crusoe portrays the transformative effects of materialism through Crusoe's
entrepreneurial activities and resource management on the island. Crusoe's strategic utilization of
available resources, such as salvaging goods from the shipwreck and developing agricultural practices,
exemplifies his pragmatic approach to economic prosperity. His efforts are encapsulated in his
ambition to establish a thriving plantation, indicative of his aspiration for economic self-sufficiency
and accumulation of wealth (Defoe, 2001, p. 105). Crusoe's entrepreneurial endeavors resonate with
the emerging capitalist ideals of the 18th century, emphasizing self-reliance, initiative, and the pursuit
of material gain. Literary scholar Hunter notes that Crusoe embodies the entrepreneurial spirit of his
time, navigating economic challenges and opportunities with a focus on individual advancement and
prosperity (Hunter, 2016, p. 73). This perspective underscores how Defoe utilizes Crusoe's economic
pursuits to critique and reflect upon the materialistic ethos of early capitalist society.

Philosophical Consequences

Philosophically, the presence of materialism in Robinson Crusoe prompts inquiries into the nature of
human existence and the pursuit of happiness. Crusoe's pursuit of material wealth can be interpreted
as a manifestation of the dominant philosophical concepts of the era, particularly those shaped by the
Enlightenment. The desire for material prosperity and the belief in individual agency are consistent
with the Enlightenment's emphasis on rationality and progress. However, Crusoe's isolation on the
island also gives rise to philosophical quandaries. Reflecting on the meaning of life and the role of
material possessions, Crusoe asserts, "My sole aspiration seemed to be to present myself more
favorably in society" (Defoe, 2001, p. 180). This quote exposes a philosophical tension between
materialistic cravings and the quest for deeper meaning and contentment.

Literary critics provide essential perspectives on the social, economic, and philosophical consequences
of materialism in Robinson Crusoe. lan Watt's analysis suggests that Crusoe's actions and ideals reflect
the emerging values and aspirations of the rising middle class, known as the bourgeoisie (Watt, 1957,
p. 97). Watt's scholarship focuses on the societal and economic implications of materialism within the
novel. Additionally, cultural historian Linda Colley argues that Robinson Crusoe can be interpreted as
a manifestation of evolving notions of selfhood and the emergence of individualism during the 18th
century (Colley, 1992, p. 279). Colley's approach emphasizes the philosophical dimensions of
materialism and its correlation with developing concepts of personal identity and self-governance.
Thus, an analysis of the social, economic, and philosophical consequences of materialism in Robinson
Crusoe offers significant insights into the cultural and intellectual milieu of the early 18th century. This
study examines the impact of materialistic values on social aspirations, economic ideologies, and
philosophical reflections within the specified historical context, utilizing relevant excerpts from the
novel and incorporating critical perspectives from literary scholars.

The concealed strata of materialist ideologies
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Exploring the concealed strata of materialist ideologies within Robinson Crusoe offers a fresh

perspective on Daniel Defoe's novel and deepens our understanding of how material culture, societal
values, and identity formation were intricately intertwined during the 18th century. This analysis aims
to uncover the nuanced aspects of materialism in Defoe's narrative by closely examining pivotal
excerpts from the novel and incorporating insights from literary scholars.

Material culture plays a prominent role in Robinson Crusoe, serving as a lens through which the
prevailing materialist ideals of the era are illuminated. Crusoe's fixation on material possessions and
his relentless pursuit of wealth can be interpreted as reflections of broader cultural values during the
18th century. As Crusoe reflects, "I had no possessions to offer them; however, | retrieved two pistols
from the ship" (Defoe, 2001, p. 57). This quote underscores Crusoe's attachment to material goods
and their perceived significance in establishing connections and asserting influence. The process of
identity formation in Robinson Crusoe is intricately linked to material culture. Crusoe's transformation
from shipwreck survivor to self-sufficient entrepreneur not only showcases his survival skills but also
underscores his adeptness at shaping his identity through the acquisition of material goods. Defoe
illustrates this transformative process, stating, "l spent the summer planting my second rows of stakes
or piles and engaging in wicker-working" (Defoe, 2001, p. 90). This passage exemplifies how Crusoe's
active engagement with tangible objects contributes to his self-image and social status.

Furthermore, the materialist ideals depicted in Robinson Crusoe reflect the predominant cultural
norms of the time. Crusoe's resourcefulness and entrepreneurial activities on the island exemplify the
burgeoning capitalist ethos and the pursuit of economic success. He recounts his endeavors, noting,
"I gathered the seeds from a small number of grapes, took them with me, planted them, and
successfully cultivated a vineyard" (Defoe, 2001, p. 70). This statement underscores Crusoe's
commitment to material progress and financial prosperity, aligning with societal values emphasizing
individualism and economic advancement. Literary critics offer valuable perspectives on the portrayal
of materialist ideas in Robinson Crusoe. Maximillian Novak suggests that Crusoe's actions reflect the
emerging consumer culture of the period, where material possessions were increasingly seen as
symbols of social status and personal fulfillment (Novak, 1987, p. 57). Novak's analysis underscores
the role of materialism in shaping societal ideals and individual identity.

Similarly, literary researcher John Richetti explores the intersection of material culture and human
identity in Robinson Crusoe. Richetti argues that Crusoe's mastery over physical objects plays a pivotal
role in his sense of agency and self-assurance (Richetti, 1991, p. 123). This perspective emphasizes the
profound influence of materialism on identity formation and personal empowerment within the
novel. Overall, delving into the concealed layers of materialistic ideologies in Robinson Crusoe provides
a nuanced lens through which to analyze Defoe's literary work and enriches our understanding of how
material culture, societal norms, and identity construction converged in the 18th century. This study
examines how materialism shapes characters' behaviors, self-perceptions, and the broader cultural
milieu of the era through close textual analysis and insights from literary criticism.

Conclusion

Overall, through a thorough examination of Daniel Defoe's Robinson Crusoe, the presence of
materialistic themes within the novel becomes apparent, shedding light on the intricate relationship
between material culture, societal values, and the formation of identity during the 18th century. This
analysis offers a novel perspective on Defoe's work by uncovering the underlying materialist ideals
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and deepening our understanding of the cultural and intellectual milieu of that era. Material culture

serves as a prominent motif throughout the narrative, effectively highlighting the prevalence of
materialist ideals. The protagonist, Robinson Crusoe, exhibits a profound fixation on worldly
possessions and an unwavering pursuit of wealth, which mirrors the dominant cultural norms of the
18th century. His strong attachment to material belongings is evident in various passages where he
expresses their significance in establishing connections and exerting influence.

Furthermore, the construction of one's identity in Robinson Crusoe is intimately intertwined with the
physical objects and artifacts that constitute their material culture. Crusoe's evolution from a
shipwreck survivor to a self-sufficient entrepreneur illustrates not only his survival skills but also his
ability to define himself through the accumulation of wealth and possessions. His active engagement
with tangible items enhances both his self-perception and societal status, underscoring the pivotal
role of materialism in shaping personal identity. Moreover, the materialist beliefs portrayed in
Robinson Crusoe reflect the broader cultural values of the period. Crusoe's resourcefulness and
entrepreneurial ventures on the island exemplify the emerging capitalist ethos and the relentless
pursuit of economic success. His commitment to material advancement and financial prosperity
resonates with the societal emphasis on individualism and economic progress prevalent in 18th-
century Europe.

A comprehensive analysis of Robinson Crusoe, drawing on excerpts from the novel and insights from
literary critics, provides a nuanced understanding of the materialist themes threaded throughout
Defoe's narrative. Scholars like Maximillian Novak and John Richetti offer invaluable perspectives on
the role of materialism in shaping societal norms and individual identity within the novel. Novak, for
instance, highlights how Crusoe's actions reflect the burgeoning consumer culture of the period,
where material possessions signified social status and personal fulfillment (Novak, 1987). Similarly,
Richetti's exploration underscores the significance of material culture in Crusoe's agency and self-
assurance, emphasizing its profound impact on identity formation (Richetti, 1991). Their scholarly
contributions enrich our appreciation of the intricate interplay between material culture, societal
values, and the formation of identity during the 18th century. Thus, this essay has conducted a
meticulous examination of the novel's underlying ideologies by revealing the pervasive materialist
elements in Robinson Crusoe. It underscores how material culture serves as a reflective mirror of
societal values, identity formation, and the broader cultural context of the 18th century. By adopting
this nuanced perspective, readers gain a deeper admiration for Defoe's literary craftsmanship and a
more sophisticated understanding of the intricate relationship between materialism and the cultural
and intellectual milieu of his time.
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