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Higher education in Malaysia is tertiary education in the national education system that is directly 

regulated by the Ministry of Higher Education (MOHE). It includes post-secondary education up to 

higher education. Malaysian tertiary education provides a diverse selection of academic credentials, as 

well as skill training certifications that are beyond the MOHE's purview. 

Post-secondary education (e.g. Form Six, matriculation program) is for students who have 

completed 11 years of education and lasts one to one-and-a-half years. It prepares students for 

pre-university exams such as the Sijil Tinggi Persekolahan Malaysia (STPM), GCE 'A' levels, and 

matriculation certificate. 

A basic admission requirement for a bachelor's degree at a higher educational institution is a 

pre-university qualification. Under MOHE, several public colleges and private higher educational 

institutions offer post-secondary education. However, the Ministry of Education's post-secondary 

schools and matriculation colleges are the primary providers of post-secondary education (MOE). 

Higher education includes all stages of study, including degree, diploma, undergraduate, and 

postgraduate. Colleges, polytechnics, and universities are the institutions that offer higher education. 

Bachelor's degrees and advanced studies are part of undergraduate studies, while master's degrees and 

doctoral degrees are part of postgraduate studies. 

Students with SPM qualifications (equivalent to GCSE 'O' levels) can start higher education at the 

certificate and diploma levels at the age of 17, whereas students with post-secondary qualifications 

such as the STPM (equivalent to GCE 'A' levels) or pre-university or university foundation 

qualifications can start at the bachelor degree level at the age of 19 or 20. These degree programs 

typically take three to five years to complete. Students will pursue postgraduate studies after earning a 

bachelor's degree. 

State-funded higher educational institutions, such as public universities, polytechnics, community 

colleges, and public colleges, offer academic and specialized higher education. Privately funded higher 

education institutions, such as private universities, colleges, and international university branch 

campuses Public HEIs are directly accountable to MOHE for their activities and results, while private 

HEIs are governed by MOHE's policy guidelines and objectives. 

Academic qualification levels, type of students, estimated age group, and period of study for higher 

education (academic) can be grouped as academic qualification levels, type of students, estimated age 

group, and duration of the study. 

Certificate level is for students aged 17 and up who have completed high school, such as SPM. The 

period of studies for this level is expected to be between 1 and 1.5 years. The diploma level is for 



students with high school qualifications such as SPM, as well as students aged 17 and up; the study 

time for this level is expected to be between 2 and 3 years. The Malaysian government examination 

syndicate/board awards the SPM (which is equivalent to GCSE 'O' levels) and STPM (which is 

equivalent to GCE 'A' levels) as two recognized secondary and post-secondary qualifications for further 

study in government-funded tertiary institutions. 

Bachelor's degree candidates have post-secondary or pre-university certificates such as STPM and 

GCE A-levels, and are between the ages of 19 and 25, with studies lasting between 3 and 5 years 

depending on the courses and field of study. Students with a bachelor's degree of any age may obtain a 

master's degree. The time it takes to complete this level of education is expected to be between 1 and 3 

years. 

Ph.D. (Doctor of Philosophy) is for students with a master's degree of any age; the study time for 

this level is expected to be between 3 and 5 years. SPM holders or youths aged 16 and up have the 

option of pursuing a Technical Education and Vocational Training (TEVT) program leading to the 

award of skills qualifications, in addition to pursuing an academic route to higher education 

certification from certificate to Ph.D. levels. 

Malaysian government schools provide free primary and secondary education. Tuition fees must be 

paid for students attending public colleges. The government, on the other hand, heavily subsidizes the 

payments. Students studying in private schools must pay the full tuition. 

While tertiary education is often costly, many businesses both private and public offer a wide range 

of scholarship programs to recognize and reward exceptional students. Although there are a few 

well-known ones, there is a slew of others that are less well-known. Here's a short rundown of the 

Malaysian education scholarships available. 

Malaysian students pursuing higher education in the country have access to several financial aid 

options. Scholarships and research loans from the public and private sectors are among them. The 

government is the primary source of financial assistance, whether it is in the form of a full or partial 

tuition waiver, a monthly stipend, a block grant, or a combination of one or more benefits. 

In Malaysia, the application process for scholarships is fairly straightforward. To request an 

application along with copies of your academic results and any noteworthy accomplishments. 

Additional documents, such as letters from governing bodies, may be required for extracurricular 

scholarships. 

Perbadanan Tabung Pendidikan Tinggi Nasional is the Ministry of Higher Education's largest 

financial aid provider (PTPTN). PTPTN has approved loans totaling RM38.15bil since its 

establishment in 1997, with an estimated 887,995 borrowers as of the beginning of 2011. 



The sponsorship program of the Public Services Department (JPA) is one of the most lucrative 

scholarship programs, as well as one of the most competitive. They are typically given to the best 

students and are generally very lucrative. As a result, these scholarships provide a significant financial 

opportunity for them to uphold their high standards. 

Each state sets aside a certain amount of money for the people to invest in their education to boost 

the state's welfare and future growth. Students may apply for scholarships and bursaries by searching 

for funds via state government bodies. 

Scholarships are awarded by government-affiliated companies through educational programs. When 

you graduate, most scholarships will come with a condition requiring you to work for a certain number 

of years at the provider's business. There are a few who come without any kind of bond, but they are 

few.   

Scholarships, grants, and research loans are also provided by the private sector and 

non-governmental organizations. This scholarship provides financial assistance to the underprivileged, 

such as students from low-income families, handicapped or differently abled people, or students from 

rural areas, to help them excel in school. 

Furthermore, given a large number of applicants, applying for as many scholarship programs as 

possible makes perfect sense. Since applying for a scholarship program does not guarantee admission, 

students should network and attend as many of the shortlisted interviews as possible. These interviews 

are also excellent preparation for future interviews. 

 


